The fate of women requesting reversal of tubal sterilization.
Although it was not possible to identify by simple demographic measurements those women who would elect not to pursue full investigation, this study has highlighted the high drop-out rate of women requesting reversal, and suggested that discussion with the couple at the first visit is a valid procedure, particularly if it allows as many as one-third of patients to elect not to proceed to invasive procedures. Finally, this study underscores that when gynecologists are counseling patients with respect to sterilization and the question of reversibility is opened, the success rate is not in excess of 50% when it is considered a function of the number of women regretting reversal rather than a function of women who undergo surgery.